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During the event delegates will:

• review student responses to questions and understand 

how to accurately apply the mark scheme

• understand how we can support you

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.

Aims and Objectives
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• Reading – understanding the MS and marking exercises

• Writing – understanding the MS and marking exercises

• Questions and close

Agenda



Polls to introduce the 
delegates



Overview of the 
specification
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GCSE English Language 2.0

Paper 1: Non-Fiction Texts

1 hr 55 mins 50%

Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

1 hr 55 mins 50%

Section A: Reading

Two 19th-century non-fiction extracts 

linked by theme:

• one short extract with image to help 

understanding

• one longer extract

• 650–750 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO4 (40 marks)

Section A: Reading

Two contemporary texts covering 

20th- and 21st-century linked by a 

theme: 

• one fiction text

• one literary non-fiction text

• 800–900 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO3 (40 marks)

Section B: Transactional Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with supporting bullet points

AO5, AO6 (40 marks)

Section B: Imaginative Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with images

AO5, AO6 (40 marks)
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Documents for this course

You may wish to take the time to download the following 
documents before we start to look at the exemplars.

• SO2 – extracts from the Paper 2 SAMs

• SO3 – exemplars for marking (with mark schemes)

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars 
for each question during the course. 

There are additional exemplars from the SAMs and the 
Specimen papers available on the website which have also been 
included as a download in your pack.



Paper 2
Reading responses
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Assessment Objectives for Reading 
Paper 2

AO Assessment Objective % in P2

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas.

• Select and synthesise evidence from different 

texts.

5

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 

to support their views.

10

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as 

how these are conveyed, across two or more texts.

10
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Where is each AO assessed?

Assessment objective Question

AO1 – Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas.

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

Q1 – explicit

Q3 – implicit

Q5 – select and 

synthesise

AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers 

use language and structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 

to support their views.

Q2 – language

Q4 – language and 

structure

AO3 – Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as 

well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 

texts.

Q6 – comparison



AO1
Explicit meaning – Q1
Implicit meaning – Q3
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AO1 – Question 1 – Explicit
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AO1 – Question 1 – response
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AO1 – Question 3 – Implicit
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AO1 – Question 3 – response



AO2 – Language – Q2
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AO2 – Language

• In this question, students need to ensure that they are focusing on the 

writer’s use of language.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will 

need to show how the writer uses language to interest and inform the 

reader.

• Students should ensure that they are using the extract provided and that 

they use relevant subject terminology.

• This AO2 is assessed in Q2.
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Applying the MS



19© Pearson Education 2022

Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q2 
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q2 – Mark Scheme 
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Marking exercise 1 – Scripts 1 and 2

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Scripts 1 and 2 (pp.2–5). 

• Read through the scripts using the MS (pp.6–7) and decide where you 

would place them in the Level.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 1 and 2 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 1 – A slightly basic response with some areas for development. 

However, understanding is secure and meets all criteria at Level 2.

Level 2 – 4 marks

Script 2 – Generally a secure Level 3 response that offers some analysis in 

places. Not especially secure with terminology.

Level 3 – 5 marks



AO2 – Language and 
structure – Q4
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AO2 – Language and structure

• In this question, students need to ensure that they are focusing on the 

writer’s use of language and structure.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will 

need to show how the writer uses language and structure to interest and 

inform the reader.

• Students should ensure that they are using the whole extract and that they 

use relevant subject terminology.

• This AO2 is assessed in Q4.
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q4 
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q4 – Language and structure 
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q4 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 2 – Scripts 3 and 4

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Scripts 3 and 4 (pp.8–11). 

• Read through the scripts using the MS (pp.12–14) and decide where you 

would place them in the Level.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 3 and 4 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 3 – A solid response that meets all criteria for Level 4. Explores text 

generally with a good level of consistency, while providing suitable evidence 

throughout.

Level 4 – 8 marks

Script 4 – Solid explanation of text with comments on both language and 

structure. References are suitable and used effectively with some use of 

terminology in places. All Level 3 criteria met.

Level 3 – 6 marks



AO1 – Select and 
Synthesise – Q5
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AO1 – Synthesis

• The final element of AO1 is assessed through a discrete question in 

Paper 2 – Q5.

• Students need to draw information from both texts.

• This is not a comparison (AO3) as students select explicit information from 

both texts.

• Students need to write a summary outlining three similarities between the 

two texts.
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q5 
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q5 – indicative content 



34© Pearson Education 2022

Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 2 – Q5 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 3 – Scripts 5 and 6

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Scripts 5 and 6 (pp.15–16). 

• Read through the scripts using the MS (pp.17–18) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 5 and 6 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 5 – Three similarities with supporting evidence provided, with evidence 

of synthesis. All Level 3 criteria met in this response for AO1. 

Level 3 – 6 marks

Script 6 – This response does not cover the required three similarities but 

does offer some synthesis in places and shows understanding of the texts.

Level 2 – 3 marks



AO3 – Comparison – Q6
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AO3 – Comparison

• This question requires students to look across both texts and compare 

how the writers are presenting a key element of the text.

• Students are required to compare both the ideas and perspectives of the 

writers as well as how these are conveyed.

• Students can compare the similarities and/or differences between the 

texts.
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Paper 2 – Q6
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Paper 2 – Q6 – indicative content
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Paper 2 – Q6 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 4 – Scripts 7 and 8

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Scripts 7 and 8 (pp.19–22). 

• Read through the scripts using the MS (pp.23–24) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 7 and 8 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 7 – Meets all L3 criteria securely. Some attempts to explore in places 

have resulted in a score just in at the bottom of L4 for this question.  

Level 4 – 11 marks

Script 8 – A response securely working at L2. Straightforward comments and 

observations of the text offered, supported with references that are sometimes 

overly long. Largely commenting on rather than exploring ideas and 

perspectives 

Level 2 – 6 marks



Writing responses
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Assessment Objectives for Writing

AO Assessment Objective % in P1

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 

purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural and 

grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 

of texts

15

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 

spelling and punctuation

10
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Paper 2 Q7 and Q8 – Imaginative Writing
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Paper 2 Q7 and Q8 – Mark Scheme – AO5
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Paper 2 Q7 and Q8 – Mark Scheme – AO6
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Marking exercise 5 – Scripts 9 and 10

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Scripts 9 and 10 (pp.25–29). 

• Read through the scripts using the MS (pp.30–33) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Script 9 – A great example of how a simple story idea can result in a well written piece 

that can score highly. All Level 4 criteria is met for AO5, with glimpses of some 

sophistication in places – the amusing inner voice (2-0 to the storm) helps to engage the 

reader effectively. The final bullet point at Level 5 is all that is missing to feel confident 

offering a higher score. Accurate spelling, with a range of engaging and sophisticated 

vocab in places are used appropriately for effect. Perhaps doesn’t offer the range of 

punctuation and sentence variety one may expect to see at the top of Level 5. 

AO5 – Level 5 – 22 marks; AO6 – Level 5 – 14 marks

Total – 36 marks

Script 10 – I’m going to hazard a guess that this learner has enjoyed the sequel to 

ZombieLand as this response is an attempt at describing a key scene in that film. This 

isn’t an issue – but can lead to somewhat pedestrian responses for learners who are 

less confident when writing. Pathetic fallacy is used at the start to set a tone but this 

isn’t really sustained. The response works at the lower end of L3 for AO5. A solid L2 

response for AO6, with some attempts at using a range of sentences and punctuation, 

alongside generally accurate spelling of common words. 

AO5 – Level 3 – 10 marks; AO6 – Level 2 – 7 marks

Total – 17 marks

Scripts 9 and 10 – Examiner commentary 
and mark



Support for marking
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Website
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The Mocks Service Learn more on our mocks 

homepage

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service.html
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How does it work?

Paper-based Mocks Service – GCSE and A level
GCSE £9.00, AS level and A level £14.00 per mock exam paper*.

Pearson will provide training and familiarisation of the onscreen assessment platform.

*Pricing is correct as of June 2022, but may be subject to change

Schools make 

entries for the 

mocks service

Pearson provide 

mock exam 

papers to schools

Students sit 

the mock

exam papers

Schools post the 

completed mock 

exam papers to 

Pearson

Pearson scan the 

papers and send 

to examiners

for marking

Results are 

uploaded by Pearson 

to ResultsPlus

Onscreen Mocks Service – GCSE and International GCSE
GCSE £5.50, International GCSE £7.50 per mock exam*.

Schools make

entries for the 

mocks service

Pearson provide 

schools with login 

details for

all students

Students sit the 

mock exams via 

our onscreen

assessment platform

Once onscreen

assessments are 

complete, responses

are routed to 

eMarking

Examiners 

mark the

mock exams

Results are 

uploaded by Pearson 

to ResultsPlus

Our paper-based Mocks Service is only available to schools and colleges in the UK.

Set up your Pearson Edexcel 

Mocks Service account
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Subject Advisor

Clare Haviland

Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Clare’s e-updates 

by completing this online form

We also have an online community especially for English teachers. 

https://twitter.com/PearsonTeachEng
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/groups
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



